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2021-2022
Full Year Calendar

Wed Jun 30 - Summer Literacy Program Book Shop
Wed Jul 28 - Summer Literacy Program Book Shop
Sat Jul 10 - School of Choice Deadline to Central Office
Mon Aug 16 - DKES Office Opens for the school  year
Mon Aug 23 - School Pack Orders Due
Wed Sep 1 - DKES Open House 6p-7p
Tue Sep 7 - Half Day - First Day of School! 

6:00p - 7:00p
September 1st

Sepb 7h
Hal 

7:45a - 11:30a

The School of Choice window is currently 
open! But it closes July 10th! Click here for 
the application and get it turned into our 
Central Office. Seats are limited!

Thursdays!
Click here for the 

exact times and locations

The eny ffie  n lo f he 
sur. W il r Aus 16h. Ou nl 
offic  on rut e sr. M. ad 
ca l u t 269-623-1501.

Mr. od il   an  of  ffice 
togu t me t. Yo c ec r a 
269-623-1535.

HA  RE ME!!

Important Time Changes for 
2021-2022

          Our start time for DKES will be 7:45a.
    DKMS and DKHS will both continue to
 start at 7:55a. Our student drop-off will 
remain the same, with the back doors still opening at 
7:40a. The doors will remain open until 8:00a. Tardies will 
begin at 8:00a and students will need to be signed in by 
an adult at the office. The office doors will open 
automatically at 8:00a (look for the green light on the 
black box before yanking on the door handle). Pick-up 
and dismissal will continue the way we ended our year, 
with a dismissal time of 2:50p on regular days and 
11:30a on half days. Look for communication in August 
to get new number assignments for the 2021-2022 
school year!
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A New Chapter Begins!
We want to congratulate Mrs. Wandell and Mrs. 
Boze on their retirement this year! Mrs. Boze was 
a part of the DK family for 26 years and Mrs. 
Wandell for 37 years. They have touched many 
families, involving multiple generations. 

They wrapped up their time with us by helping us 
prepare for our next school year with our 
kindergarten screenings. When our screenings 
were done and the class lists were made, they 
walked out together hand in hand. Their last week 
was filled with lots of hugs, tears of joy and 
sadness, and talking of the many memories that 
were made here. 

Their legacy will live on through all of the lessons 
they taught to students and to fellow teachers and 
support staff. 

Thank you for you many, many years of service. 
We love you!

Changes Await for 2021-2022
With our two retirements and the need for a fourth 1st grade teacher, we have lots of changes to 
announce and new faces to introduce! 

Mrs. Blocker will be moving from 1st grade to an interventionists. 

Miss Boer will be moving from 3rd grade to 1st grade. 

Mrs. Kellam will be looping up to 3rd grade.

Mrs. Skinner will be looping up to 2nd grade. 

Mrs. Alkema will be teaching 1st grade. She was one of our virtual teachers for the 1st semester 
and an interventionist the 2nd semester of last year. 

We also want to welcome Ms. Fracassa and Mrs. James to kindergarten, Miss Geier to 1st grade, 
and Miss VandenBerg to our special education team.

Mrs. Alkema Mrs. Blocker Miss Boer Mrs. Kellam Mrs. Skinner
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Hi! My name is 
Heather VanderWoude
(soon to be James). 
I am going to be 
teaching Kindergarten 
starting this fall. In 
December I graduated 
from Cornerstone 
University with my 
degree in Elementary 
and Early Childhood 
Education. I also have a Biblical Studies degree 
from Grace Christian University. I really enjoy 
fishing, kayaking, and spending time with my 
family and friends. I also love a good TV game 
show or singing competition. I am currently loving 
The Masked Singer. I grew up in Grand Rapids. A 
few years ago I met my fiance and we now live in 
Shelbyville. My fiance, Frank, is a Delton alumni! 
We have a sweet yet playful puppy named Zion 
who is a Great Dane Bull Mastiff.

WELCOME TO THE 
DKES FAMILY!

My name is Emily Fracassa, I’ve been teaching 
kindergarten and living in Virginia for the past 3 
years. I am a Michigan native and recently 
moved back to the area. I have a cat named 
Annie, and she's 9 years old and only 6 
pounds! Your children will definitely hear all 
about her. I attended Adrian College, where I 
earned my Bachelor's degree in elementary 
education and 
integrated science.
I love going to the 
movies, and usually, 
end up seeing the 
newest ones in the 
theater. I’m so excited
to be your students 
kindergarten teacher
this year and so 
excited to be apart 
of the DK pride.
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My name is Jilian Geier and I am so excited to 
be joining DKS to teach first grade! 
It has been a dream of mine since I was in first 
grade to be a teacher. I grew up in Illinois, but I 
am a recent graduate from the University of Iowa 
where I received my Bachelors of Art in 
Elementary Education with a reading 
endorsement. I decided to move to Michigan to

  be close to family. In
  my free time, I love
  to spend time with
  family, friends, and
  my dog, as well as
  exercise and spend
  time on the lake. I
  am so excited to
  begin teaching here
  in Delton!! 

 Hi, I am Raelee
  VandenBerg and I’m
  so excited for the
  opportunity to teach
  at Delton! As a recent
  graduate from
  Cornerstone
  University, I have
  gotten a lot of great
  experiences that will
  help me as I start my

teaching journey. Teaching has been a passion of 
mine for quite some time now. Some of my other 
interests are outdoor activities, card games, and 
soccer. I am looking forward to getting to know all 
of your children and be a part of their journey!


